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Caledon Citizen, May 
29, 2017 

“Caledon East farm 
sells to developer for 
$97 million: Land 
sale for large sum 
indicates large 
residential 
subdivision” 
 























Growth Plan, 2007 

• 4.2.1. Through sub-area assessment, the Minister of Infrastructure and other Ministers of the 
Crown, in consultation with municipalities and other stakeholders will identify natural 
systems for the GGH, and where appropriate develop additional policies for their protection. 

 

Updated Growth Plan, 2017 

• 1. The Province will map a Natural Heritage System for the GGH to support a comprehensive, 
integrated, and long-term approach to planning for the protection of the region’s natural 
heritage and biodiversity. The Natural Heritage System mapping will exclude lands 
within settlement area boundaries that were approved and in effect as of July 1, 2017. 

• 2. Municipalities will incorporate the Natural Heritage System as an overlay in official plans , 
and will apply appropriate policies to maintain, restore, or enhance the diversity and 
connectivity of the system and the long-term ecological or hydrologic functions of the 
features and areas as set out in the policies in this subsection and the policies in subsections 
4.2.3 and 4.2.4. 

 



JOSH TO ADD IN RECAP OF WHAT I KNOW 





Growth Plan, 2007 

• 4.2.2 Prime Agricultural Areas 

– 1. Through sub-area assessment, the Minister of Infrastructure and other Ministers of 
the Crown, in consultation with municipalities and other stakeholders, will identify prime 
agricultural areas, including specialty crop areas, in the GGH, and where appropriate, 
develop additional policies for their protection  

 

Updated Growth Plan, 2017 

• 4.2.6 Agricultural System 

– 1. The Province will identify an Agricultural System  for the GGH 

– 3. Where agricultural uses and non-agricultural uses interface outside of settlement 
areas, land use compatibility will be achieved by avoiding or where avoidance is not 
possible, minimizing and mitigating adverse impacts on the Agricultural System. Where 
mitigation is required, measures should be incorporated as part of the non-agricultural 
uses, as appropriate, within the area being developed. 

– 4. The geographic continuity of the agricultural land base and the functional and 
economic connections to the agri-food network will be maintained and enhanced. 

 



Natural heritage systems and agriculture: 
• 4.2.2 b) the full range of existing and new agricultural uses , agriculture-related uses , on-farm diversified 

uses ,and normal farm practices are permitted. However, new buildings or structures for agricultural 
uses ,agriculture-related uses , or on-farm diversified uses are not subject to policy 4.2.2.3 a), but are 
subject to the policies in subsections 4.2.3 and 4.2.4. 

 

– 4.2.3 Key Hydrologic Features, Key Hydrologic Areas and Key Natural Heritage Features 

• f) expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures for agricultural 
uses , agriculture-related uses , or on-farm diversified uses and expansions to existing 
residential dwellings if it is demonstrated that: 

– i. there is no alternative, and the expansion or alteration in the feature is minimized and, 
in the vegetation protection zone , is directed away from the feature to the maximum 
extent possible; and 

– ii. the impact of the expansion or alteration on the feature and its functions is minimized 
and mitigated to the maximum extent possible; and 

 

– 4.2.4 Lands Adjacent to Key Hydrologic Features and Key Natural Heritage Features 

• b) new buildings and structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses , or on-farm 
diversified uses will not be required to undertake a natural heritage or hydrologic evaluation if a 
minimum 30 metre vegetation protection zone is provided from a key natural heritage 
feature or key hydrologic feature 

 

 



• One of the three protection pillars in Growth 
Plan area led by MOECC 

• Municipal-led watershed planning approach  
to identify and protect a WRS 

• W/S planning outcomes to inform growth 
allocation, infrastructure planning, water, 
waste water and storm water master planning 

• W/S Planning to “consider” Great Lakes 
strategy, elements of the GL Act 





• WRS comprised of  

– key hydrological features (streams, lakes, 
wetlands, seepage areas) 

– Key hydrological areas (groundwater recharge 
areas, vulnerable aquifers, headwater areas aka 
significant surface water contribution areas) 

– Functions associated with above features  



Informed by 
watershed 

planning (or 
equivalent) 

coordinated planning 
for potable water, 
stormwater, and 

wastewater systems 

settlement area 
boundary 

expansions and 
allocation of growth 

water and 
wastewater master 

plans 

new or expanded 
infrastructure 

stormwater master 
plans identification of 

water resource 
systems 

large-scale 
development 

outside settlement 
areas 

redevelopment and 
resort development 

outside of settlement 
areas in developed 

shorelines 

Informed by 
subwatershed planning 

(or equivalent) 

stormwater 
management plans 

planning for designated 
greenfield areas 

proposals for large-scale 
development within a key 
hydrologic area outside of 

settlement areas 

redevelopment and resort 
development outside of 

settlement areas in 
developed shorelines 



• Watershed Engagement Group to advise 
MOECC/consultant on development of a 
Watershed Planning Guidance document to 
assist municipalities 

• OGA is represented by EcoSpark, 
Environmental Defense and Ontario Nature 

• Consultations on draft guidance expected late 
2017 



Growth Plan, 2007 

• NOTHING 

Updated Growth Plan, 2017 

• 4.2.1 Water Resource Systems 

– 1. Municipalities, partnering with conservation authorities as appropriate, will ensure 
that watershed planning is undertaken to support a comprehensive, integrated, and 
long-term approach to the protection, enhancement, or restoration of the quality and 
quantity of water within a watershed.  

– 2. Water resource systems will be identified, informed by watershed planning and other 
available information, and the appropriate designations and policies will be applied in 
official plans to provide for the long-term protection of key hydrologic features, key 
hydrologic areas, and their functions.  

– 3. Decisions on allocation of growth and planning for water, wastewater, and stormwater 
infrastructure will be informed by applicable watershed planning. Planning for 
designated greenfield areas will be informed by a subwatershed plan or equivalent. 4 



• Natural heritage protection in updated Growth Plan: 

– Stronger than the Provincial Policy Statement, weaker than the 
Greenbelt Plan 

• Agricultural System 

– Should raise the bar for any urban boundary expansion proposals that 
would affect the agricultural system  

• Water Resources System 

– A big step up from previous growth plan 

– Still left in the municipalities hands with tools and guidance materials 
coming from the Province 

 



• A commitment has been made to release the 
natural heritage and agricultural system this 
summer 

• Key anticipated concerns re: natural heritage 
system: 
– One (or two) size(s) fits all won’t work for core 

areas 

– Corridor widths will not be wide enough to allow 
species movement in an era of climate change 

– Lack of community voices in development of 
mapping  









VS 







• Consultation on all three systems will require 
OGA members be informed to participate fully 

• Natural Heritage System – ORM Partnership 
has available resources to deliver key 
messages 

• Water Resource System – through OGA 
representation on W/S engagement group, 
key messages and will be developed for input  



• Different timelines and processes for the three 
systems begs the questions: 
– How will the NHS, Ag System and Water Resource 

System intersect? 

– How will success be measured? 

– Will local groups step up to push through these 
three protection pillars? 

 

Engage, engage, engage!  
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