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Major investments and support for Greenbelt agriculture, 
environment, and rural economy, 2005-2017 

This document outlines the work done by the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation (FGF), in 
partnership with a wide-range of stakeholders to: 

- Protect the Greenbelt from urban development 
- Strengthen agricultural viability and the local food system 
- Support the rural economy and enhance recreational assets 
- Improve the health and resilience of natural systems 
- Increase public awareness and understanding of the importance of the Greenbelt and 

Growth Plan 

The FGF achieves these objectives through education, grant-making, convening stakeholders, 
and research to understand opportunities and the impact of the Greenbelt and Growth Plan. The 
Foundation was established by the Province in 2005, when the Greenbelt was enacted, and is 
an independent, federally registered and regulated charity. Over the past decade, the FGF has 
invested and leveraged almost $50 million towards agricultural, rural and environmental 
projects; stakeholder capacity and engagement; and research and education.  

Areas of Focus and Key Outcomes  

Over the past 12 years the FGF has helped catalyze progress in a number of key areas: 
building a local food system, promoting the Greenbelt as a recreation and tourism destination, 
supporting and enhancing natural heritage connectivity, advancing understanding and 
knowledge, and supporting stakeholder engagement.  

Building a Robust Local Food System 

Agriculture is an important economic driver in the GGH with Greenbelt farmers generating $1.7 
billion in gross farm receipts. Research has shown there is major opportunity for economic 
growth in creating a local food system. Replacing 10% of the top 10 produce imports with 
locally-grown produce, Ontario could create 3,400 new jobs and $250m in GDP.1 The FGF and 
Greenbelt Fund support this shift in a number of ways:  

• providing local food system grants (to buyers and sellers) that net a $13 return for every 
$1 invested  

• supporting 178,000 trees being planted to fill production gaps in iconic Niagara tender 
fruit market 

• commercial testing of new world crop varieties, a local market worth $728 million/yr. 
• creation and support for 100+ Greenbelt Farmers’ Market Network that has increased 

sales for farmers and dedicated more acres to producing local food 
• promoting farms to businesses (Ontariofresh.ca) and the public (Greenbeltfresh.ca) 

                                                
1 Dollars and Sense: Opportunities to Strengthen Southern Ontario’s Food System, Econometric Research Limited, 
January 2015 



May 2017 

• encouraging sustainability in farming through strategic investments in the Environmental 
Farm Plan 

Enhancing and Promoting the Greenbelt as a Recreation Destination 

Greenbelt towns, villages and hamlets support thriving businesses. In particular, they offer 
tremendous outdoor destinations for families and residents across the GGH. Economic activity 
related to the Greenbelt (recreation, agriculture, fishing, etc.) generates $9.1 billion/yr. and 
supports 161,000 jobs.2 The FGF supports the rural economy by: 

• launching the 475km Greenbelt Cycle Route which connects 7 regions and promotes 
local businesses to thousands of cyclists 

• promoting 25 Greenbelt hikes and walks across the region 
• establishing and marketing 7 Brewery Discovery Routes with 275 destinations 
• promoting recreational activities to residents on [greenbelt.ca/route] which includes 

culinary, recreation and environmental destinations 

Supporting Connectivity and Ecological Enhancement of Natural System 

A robust, healthy natural system will provide clean air and water to the region and climate 
resiliency. Currently the Greenbelt’s natural capital is worth $3.2 billion/yr. The FGF enhances 
these services by: 

• monitoring watershed health in the Greenbelt 
• prioritizing restoration activities to improve the ecological health and resilience of the 

Greenbelt’s natural system and water resources 
• developing major land management plans i.e. Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System, 

Bruce Peninsula Conservation and Stewardship Plan and Forest Connectivity plan 
• supporting natural assets as climate resilient infrastructure and soil health/resiliency for 

farmers 
• championing protection of significant hydrological features across the GGH 

Advancing Knowledge and Understanding in Key Areas 

The FGF has undertaken or funded cutting-edge research into many aspects of the Greenbelt 
and land use planning. This work has advanced knowledge in a number of key areas, including 
the local food system in Ontario,3 impacts of land use policies on farming,4 threats to farmland 
across the GGH,5 municipal experience implementing the Greenbelt,6 municipal land needs 

                                                
2 Evaluating the Economic Benefits of Greenbelt Assets, Econometric Research Limited, March 2012 
3 Agriculture by the Numbers: Understanding the Greenbelt’s Unique Advantages, JRG Consulting Group, August 
2014 
4 Farming in Ontario’s Greenbelt: Possibility Grows Here, Wayne Caldwell and Kate Procter, June 2013 
5 Farmland at Risk, Ontario Federation of Agriculture and Environmental Defence, November 2015 
6 Local Leadership Matters, Sean Hertel and Julia Markovich, April 2015 
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assessments,7 and the economic value of the Greenbelt’s natural capital.8 For more information 
and full reports, go to greenbelt.ca/research.  

Increasing Public and Stakeholder Engagement 

Numerous sector-based associations and multi-stakeholder networks are engaged with the 
Foundation to champion the Greenbelt and smart growth. FGF: 

• supports and/or participates in: Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance, 
Greenbelt Farmers’ Market Network, Oak Ridges Moraine Coalition, Conservation 
Authorities Moraine Coalition, Municipal Leaders for the Greenbelt, Ontario Greenbelt 
Alliance, EcoHealth Ontario and many more 

• convenes stakeholder roundtables to discuss pressing issues 
• hosts workshops for municipal staff on agricultural and environmental issues related to 

the Greenbelt and Growth Plans 
• provides educational materials for stakeholders and the public 

 

 

 

                                                
7 Plan to Achieve: A Review of the Land Needs Assessment Process and the Implementation of the Growth Plan, 
Kevin Eby, July 2016 
8 Ontario’s Good Fortune: Appreciating the Greenbelt’s Natural Capital, Green Analytics, October 2016 


